
FredMeijer HeartlandTrail - Information and IndexMap

General Location: Greenville to Alma

Trail Elevation Information: 741' (Alma) to 873' (Greenville)
total elevation change between the cities is 132'. High point
on the trail is just south of Edmore at 990'

Total Mileage: 36.9

Surface: Asphalt from trailhead just north of Greenville to
east of Edmore at Neff Road. The trail from Neff Road to
Vestaburg is unpaved and suitable for off road bikes only.
From Vestaburg to West County Line Road the trail is nearly
impassable. Paved trail starts again at West County Line
Road into Alma

For More Information Contact: The Friends of the Fred
Meijer Heatland Trail - www.montcalm.org/fmht.asp
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Montcalm Heritage Village

NF1 - Dickerson Creek
Dickerson Creek flows under this bridge. The Dickerson
Creek watershed drains 76 square miles of mostly
agricultural land. The watershed is approximately 15
miles long (north to south) and 8 miles wide. The creek
begins about 8 miles north of this point on the trail and
then flows another 15 miles to the south where it empties
into the Flat River. The forest along the creek here is a
floodplain forest that is typically dominated by silver
maple, green ash, black willow, and eastern cottonwood.

NF1 - Dickerson Creek

NF2 - Submergent/emergent marsh
Off the trail to the south you can see a 3.6 acre marshy
area. In the summer you can see that yellow pond-lily is
the most abundant submergent vegetation especially
visible in the open water area. Surrounding the open
water are emergent vegetation plants dominated by cat-
tails and sedges. Marsh land like this can support
numerous species of fish, amphibians, reptiles,
waterfowl, water birds, and wetland mammals like
muskrats.

NF2 - Submergent/emergent marsh

NF3 - Southern wet meadow and southern shrub-carr
To the north of the trail you can see a 13.5 acre southern
wet meadow. The wetland is visible for about .3 miles
along the trail. In the summer, you can notice an
extensive display of flowering spotted Joe-pye-weed, a
dominate wetland forb. A southern shrub-carr community
can also be seen in the wetland, dominated by woody
shrubs such as dogwoods and willows.

NF3 - Southern wet meadow with spotted Joe-pye-weed

NF4 - Southern wet meadow and West Branch Fish Creek

NF4 - Southern wet meadow and West Branch Fish
Creek
To the north and south of the trail you can see a 26 acre
southern wet meadow. This area is dominated by
sedges, cat-tails, and spotted Joe-pye-weed. The
meadow is associated with the West Branch Fish Creek
tributary. The creek begins about 2 miles northwest of
here with outflow from five small lakes (Nevins, Derby,
Nelson, Hardy, and Gray). From here the creek
meanders southeast for approximately 30 miles,
eventually becoming Fish Creek, flows by Carson City,
and then meets up with the Maple River.

Buildings at Hertige Village Montcalm Heritage Village
The village, on the campus of Montcalm
Community College, has 26 historical
buildings and hundreds of artifacts from the
local area that gives the visitor a glimpse of
life in Michigan in the early 20th century.

Sidney

Stanton State
Game Area

Trailhead

Trailhead from M-91: turn east onto Peck Rd.,
north onto Lake Rd to trailhead. Very limited
parking available at this trailhead.

Trailhead from M-57: turn north onto Lake Rd.,
east on Peck Rd., north on Lake Rd. to trailhead.
Limited additional parking at Ferris Rd., Miller
Rd., Grow Rd. The Derby Rd. trailhead near
Sidney is the largest parking area at this end of
the trail.

Trailhead
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Segment C - Edmore Area to Riverdale Area

Edmore

Cedar Lake

Trailhead!i

Rest Area!3!²
Mayfield Inn !2!́

NF5

N
e

ff
R

d
.

W
y
m

a
n

R
d

.

Deaner Rd.

!(46

!(66

5
th

S
t.

S
h

e
ld

o
n

S
t.

Forest St.

D
e
ja

R
d

.

C
e

d
a

r
L
a

k
e

R
d

.

Pine St.

A
c
a

d
e

m
y

R
d

.

Almy Rd.

V
ic

k
e
ry

v
i lle

R
d

.

Vestaburg Rd.

C
a

ris
R

d
.

C
ry

s
ta

l
R

d
.

Deaner Rd.

R
ock
Lake

Wo
lf C
ree
k

Edgar Rd. P
in

e
G

ro
v
e

R
d

.

A
w

e
s
o

m
e

A
v
e

.

D
o

u
g

la
s
s

R
d
.

M
o

u
n

t
H

o
p

e
R

d
.

Church Rd.

P
in
e
R
iv
e
r

P
ine R iver

M
arl

L
k.

Vestaburg

NF6

Vestaburg State
Game Area

NF5 - Wolf Creek and southern wet meadow
At this point on the trail you are near the headwaters

of Wolf Creek. The creek begins about 1.5 miles

southeast of here. The flow continues for another 4.5

miles to the northwest and then northeast before it

empties into the Pine River. The southern wet

meadow you see to the south is part of a massive

wetland complex of about 2,600 acres. Much of the

area is part of the Vestaburg State Game Area.

NF6 - Southern wet meadow

At this point on the trail to the south you are still
looking at the extensive wetland complex identified at

NF5. The abundant grass-like plants you see are

actually sedge species (Carex sp.) that are typical of

southern wet meadows.

NF5 - Wolf Creek and southern wet meadow NF6 - Southern wet meadow

HISTORIC CEDAR LAKE

"The white pine timber was plentiful and as good quality

as anywhere in the state. It was reported by the Gratiot

Journal that the land was one vast body of Pine trees,

as thick as they could grow, spanning fifteen miles to the

west, south, and north".

"There was only one log cabin on the south side of

Cedar Lake in 1875, before William Nelson, Wilber

Nelson, James Hall and their wives settled and platted

the village in 1876. They quickly built a sawmill

powered by a 150 horsepower steam engine. 70,000

feet of pine was processed at the mill daily, and at times

Cedar Lake was completely covered with logs waiting to

be cut".

(From: Information provided by Robert Ward, 2010)
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HISTORIC VESTABURG

In 1875, George W. O'Donnell platted 80 acres of land

as a village in anticipation of a new railway called the

Chicago, Saginaw & Canada Railroad. He called the

town "Vestaburg" naming it after his wife, Alice Vesta

Burgess O'Donnell. The railroad reached Vestaburg by

the fall of 1875. The section of track from Riverdale to
Vestaburg would have the steepest grade of any section

of the track, rising 140' between the two villages.

(From: Information provided by Robert Ward, 2010)

Note: The section of trail from Vestaburg to W. County

Line Road (where paved trail begins) is in rough shape

for even off road bikes.
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Trailhead from M-46: turn south onto

Sheldon St., east on Forest St. to

trailhead.

Note: The section of trail from just outside Edmore at Neff

Road to Vestaburg is unpaved and suitable for off road

bikes only.
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Segment D - Riverdale to Alma
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