Kal-Haven Trail State Park - Information and Index Map

Segment A - 13.5 trail miles
Segment B - 12.6 trail miles

Segment C - 8.1 trail miles
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General Location: Kalamazoo to South Haven

Trail Elevation Information: 589' near the Black River in South
Haven to 922' at the trailhead near Kalamazoo. Total elevation
change between the cities is 333

Total Mileage: 34.2

Surface: The majority of the trail has a crushed limestone
surface. Asphalt surface exists for a short distance at the
South Haven and Kalamazoo trailheads

For More Information Contact: The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources and Environment at
www.michigandnr.com/parksandtrails
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Segment A - Kalamazoo Area fo Gobles

Mentha Plantation

HF1 - Mentha

The open fields around Mentha and the Mentha
Plantation once produced about 50% of the mint oil in
the United States. You can still see some of the old

worker houses and barns in the area.
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NF10 - Remnant oak savanna

Just north of the trail at this point is a scattered canopy
of white and black oak with ground cover of
Pennsylvania sedge.
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NF9 - Inundated shrub swamp
Just south of this point on the trail is a shrub swamp
dominated by buttonbush.
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NF7 - Southern swamp hardwood forest NF5 - Sand Creek Trailhead from US-131: exit 38, M-43,
At this point on the trail you are surrounded by Sand Creek's flow begins approximately .3 miles east of turn west, 1st light turn north onto NF1 B
approximately 1400 acres (mostly north of here) of here as it empties from two small undeveloped lakes \\0" 10th st. to trailhead. 1
forestlands associated with Pine Creek. Much of the called Mud Lakes. The creek flows another 3.5 miles to & n _>
area is dominated by southern swamp hardwood forest the southwest of here where it is heavily channelized e d \/
of red maple, green ash, aspen, cottonwood, elm, and and used for agricultural purposes. & &
hit k. =
swamp whie o2 H Ave. m Trailhead 2 The Kalamazoo River Valley
NF6 - Dry-mesic southern forest ga}zla;;?_r':gggzs intojthelCity
On the souﬂj side of the_ trail is a 13 acre mature _oak Trail passes are required to use the trail. .
N woodlot dominated by white oak, red oak, and hickories. Passes are available at the trailhead.
NF4 - Wetland Complex: southem wet meadow and NF2 - Mature mesic southern forest on slopes NF1 - Dry-mesic and mesic southern _fqrest .
southern shrub-carr The canopy in this forest is dominated by sugar maple, On steep slopes southwest of the t_rall is a mix of young
From this point on both sides of the trail is a southem white ash, and basswood. to mature woods that are dqmmated _by red oak,
wet meadow and southern shrub-carr wetland complex. American DIEE(:_ll'y I:)assw?od, ngte aSh,ﬁblgtEIJ?th aslper:(,
The shrubs found here are primarily willows and sugar maple, hickory, elm, and sassafras. If you lool
dogwoods with sedges and cat-tails also abundant. NF3 - Mildred Harris Audubon Sanctuary :Lgsjg’ S‘lere are several wetlands/ponds at the base of
0.5 1 2 3 This 40 acre sanctuary is primarily a mature beech- pe.
. maple forest that has an extensive spring wil
Miles display. Currently there are no trails or parking available
for visitors. 36




Segment B - Gobles to Grand function Area
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NF18 - Remnant oak barrens

At this point on the frail you can see numerous oaks
with large spreading canopies, suggesting that this
forest once was an oak barrens when fire played its

important
community open.

role of keeping this type of natural
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HF2 - Bloomingdale Depot
This depot, built in 1870, served the Kalamazoo and
South Haven Railroad.
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NF16 - Little Bear Lake Drain

From this point on the trail the Little Bear Lake Drain
flows 2.5 miles north and merges with the Middle
Branch Black River. From there the river flows
northwest and west another 12 miles and merges with
the North Branch Black River. The Black River then
flows another 3.5 miles and empties into Lake
Michigan.

NF17 - Dry-mesic northern forest

At this point on the trail your traveling through a high
quality dry-mesic northern forest dominated in the
canopy by white oak, black oak, and red oak. White
pine and hemlock can be seen scattered in the
canopy.

NF15 - Wetland complex: southern swamp hardwood
forest with southern shrub-carr and southem wet
meadow

At this point along the trail you are traveling through a
large high quality wetland complex. Along both sides
of the trail is a swamp hardwood forest dominated by
green ash, yellow birch, red maple, and elm.
Tamarack, hemlock, and white pine can also be seen
in the canopy. Open pockets of shrub-carr and wet
meadow are also visible. Shrubs present are mostly
willows, picebush, and alder.
The meadows are characterized by lake sedge.

NF13 - Inundated shrub swamp
Surrounding the trail at this point is a 2 acre shrub
swamp that is dominated by buttonbush.
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NF11 - Wetland complex: southern hardwood swamp
forest and inundated shrub swamp

At this point along the trail you are surrounded by a
swamp forest dominated by willow and red maple with
shrub lands dominated by buttonbush.

forest

South of this point on the trail associated with the
steep slopes above Haven and Max Lake Drain is a
high quality mesic northern forest with hemlock, sugar
maple, American beech, red oak, and bigtooth aspen.
Closer to the drain a floodplain forest of sycamore,

, green ash, elm, and cottonwood
dominates the overstory of the forest.

NF12 - Inundated shrub swamp
North off of the trail at this point is a 12 acre shrub
swamp that is dominated by buttonbush.
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Segment C - Grand function Area to Soutlh Hawven

Trailhead from US-31 southbound: Take
exit 22, go west on Northshore Dr., south
on Blue Star Highway, west on Wells St to
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Trail passes are required to use the ftrail.
Passes are available at the trailhead.
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NF20 - Confluence of the north and south
branches of the Black River
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Trailhead from US-31 northbound: Take
exit 20, go west on Phoenix Rd., north on
Blue Star Highway, west onto Wells St to
trailhead.
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NF19 - Mesic southern forest

On the steep slopes south of the trail is a mesic
southern forest dominated by red maple, red

oak, white oak, black walnut, and black cherry.

The north and south branches of the Black
River join at this point along the trail. From here
the Black River flows two miles through the City
of South Haven, and then empties into Lake
Michigan. The Black River watershed drains
298 square miles of land within northwest Van

Buren county and southwest Allegan county.
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