Lred Megjer White Pine 1Trail State Park - Information and Index Map

General Location: Grand Rapids to Cadillac 1: Cadillac 1\
\ |
Trail Elevation Information: 611' (Grand Rapids) to 1332' | | I \\ Segment | - 10.4 trail miles
(just south of Cadillac) total elevation change 721' | Wexford Co. ; o
Total Mileage: 92.4 —
\ I
Surface: Asphalt from Comstock Park to Sand Lake, Reed ; H Segment H - 11.3 trail miles
City to Big Rapids, and LeRoy to Cadillac. All other portions ey
of the trail are grass/dirt
For More Information Contact: The Friends of the White Pine G
Trail - www.whitepinetrail.com Reed Gy i Segment G - 10.4 trail miles
Hersey
| 9sceola Co;
F | .
| Segment F - 10.6 trail miles
Big Rapids “
l
|
\
E |Segment E - 10.6 trail miles
Stanwood !
\
|
l
D ity Mecosta Co. 1
| — —
\
Segment D - 10.3 trail miles|
Segment C-2 Howard City Area+ Howard City
Segment C-1 Sand Lake Area __ — c Segment C - 10.6 trail miles

|

\

|

l

|

\
- L L
Kent Co. Sand i
Lake l‘
|
B Cedar i

Spri I
N prings Segment B - 10.6 trail miles |
|
|
Segment B-1 Rockford Area *\T\—b Reciions | Monteaim Co. __ =
S tA-1C tock Park Al & 'S tA- 7.6 trail mil
egment A-1 Comstock Park Area egmen - (.b lrall miles
T |
| Walker }

Grand Rapids




Segment A - Comstock Park Area fo Rockford Area

Trailhead from US-131: exit 91, West River
Dr., go northeast on West River Dr. turn north
onto Jupiter Ave., take a quick right (north)
onto Belmont Ave., trailhead is at Rogue
River Park.
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NF1 - Purple loosestrife invasion

Wetlands on the east side of the trail are being invaded
by this perennial forb. Purple loosestrife can form dense
stands that displace important native vegetation. The
forb can spread very rapidly because it is a prolific
seeder. One plant can produce as much as two million
seeds in one year.

NF2 - Red mulberry tree

Just off the trail, on the edge of this small creek you can
find a red mulberry tree, the only mulberry native to
North America. The red mulberry is almost always found
within or near woodland riparian areas. Its fruit is very
attractive to birds and mammals. The red mulberry is a
Michigan state threatened species due to a very
restricted range and few documented occurrences.

NF3 - Southern floodplain forest

On the east side of the trail for about .7 miles along the
Grand River is a thin ribbon of southern floodplain forest.
Floodplain forests are the bottomlands adjacent to larger
creeks and rivers that are subject to periodic flooding,
deposition, and erosion. The floodplain forest here is
very diverse, containing trees such as silver maple,
green ash, red oak, American beech, white oak, willow,
cottonwood, basswood, hackberry, elm, sycamore, bur
oak, box elder, honey locust, black walnut, and Kentucky
coffee tree.

NF4 - Mesic southern forest

On the steep slopes to the west of the trail the landscape
is dominated by a high quality mesic southern forest.
The forest's canopy contains sugar maple, white ash, red
oak, American beech, and white oak. The understory
includes ironwood and dogwood. Found along the seepy
slopes in this area is the broad-leaved puccoon, a
special concem plant in Michigan. Large contiguous
tracts of mature/old growth mesic southern forest are
particularly important for canopy-dwelling, cavity nesting,
and interior forest birds. Vernal pools in these forests
provide critical habitat for reptiles and amphibians.

NF4 - Mesic southern forest
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Segment B - Rockford to Cedar Springs

Lakeside Camp Park

HF2 - Trestle Park - Grand Rapids & Indiana Railroad Culvert

This historic photo shows a construction crew replacing the wood trestle with a new viaduct.
Stegman Creek is in the foreground. Photo taken in 1885. (From: Railroads of the Cedar
Springs Area- Vol. 1, by the Cedar Springs Historical Society & Museum, 2001.) —

Indian Lakes Rd.

The North Country National Scenic Trail

Dakota to New York,

trail in the Country.

When the trail is completed it will span from North
linking scenic, natural, historic,
and cultural areas across the northern U.S. It will have
the distinction of being the longest continuous hiking

“any uopebpa
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trestle. E

HF2 - Trestle Park - Grand Rapids & Indiana Railroad Culvert

"The Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad (GR&I) reached Algoma
Township in 1867. A series of wooden trestles were built to cross
Wicked Creek, later named Stegman Creek. In 1885, after
repeated fires and floods, the GR&I hired James House to cut
fieldstones from his farm and build this culvert to stabilize the

tually, the GR&

Michigan Historic Site Marker)

the trestle and buried it
intact within a wall of dirt above the culvert." (From: Registered
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Segment B-1
Rockford Area

NF5 - Rum Creek

The main triburary of Rum Creek is approximately 4.1 miles
long and drains from the east into the Rogue River. The
creek is designated by the State of Michigan as a "Natural
River" corridor. Because of this, the creek flows through a
well vegetated riparian corridor helping to protect water
quality and aquatic habitat. Water quality in the creek is
generally very good and supports a viable trout population.
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NF11 - Cedar Creek

The main stem of Cedar Creek is approximately 13 miles
long and drains into the Rogue River to the south. The
creek is protected by a well vegetated riparian corridor and
is designated by the State of Michigan as a "Natural River"
corridor. Because of this, water quality and aquatic habitat
of the creek is generally very good and supports a viable

16 Mile Rd.
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HF3 - Little Cedar Creek

15 Mle Rd.

Chapman & Co., 1881)

Approximately 1.5 miles to the southwest from here on Little
Cedar Creek, the following was recorded: "There is a portable
detached steam sawmill on the west side of section 11, on Little
Cedar, erected in 1869 by McClure & Kidder. This mill cuts 10,000
feet of lumber or 15,000 shingles per day. It will be better known
as the "Hodag" Mill. This name was given it on account of the fact
that an unknown and mysterious animal was heard, seen, and
even fired at in the woods near here, some years ago; and as no
other name could be found for it, it was called the "Hodag", and
when the mill was built, it was the name given it by the people of
Burchville." (From: History of Kent County, Michigan, by Chas C.

NF10 - Mass Family Nature Preserve
This property is owned by the Land Conservancy of West

Notth Country National Scenic Trail_
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NF5 NF6 - Southern floodplain forest

On the west side of the trail is an extensive floodplain forest
along the Rogue River. Floodplain forests are the
bottomlands adjacent to larger creeks and rivers that are
subject to periodic flooding, deposition, and erosion. The
floodplains here are dominated by silver maple and green
ash. Our floodplain forests, particularly in southern
Michigan, form some of the largest contiguous tracts of
mature/old growth forests. These forests are particularly
important for canopy-dwelling, cavity nesting, and interior
forest birds and are crucial habitat for reptiles and
amphibians.

and contains rare "savanna" habitat containing
scattered dry southern forest, dominated by black oak, and
a dry sand prairie i i by bi

and little bluestem prairie grasses. In the spring wild lupine
flowers can be seen throughout the preserve. The preserve
is also home for the endangered karner blue butterfly that
depends on the habitat provided by the wild lupine.

NF9 - Field of Big Bluestem prairie grass

Just east off the trail on privately owned property, is an
extensive field of big bluestem (also known as turkey foot
grass), an upland prairie grass species once commonly
found in the tallgrass prairies.

NF8 - Shaw Creek

The main tributary of Shaw Creek is approximately 3.6
miles long and drains into the Rogue River. The creek is
p by a well v riparian corridor and is
designated by the State of Michigan as a "Natural River"
corridor. Because of this, water quality and aquatic habitat
of the creek is generally very good and supports a viable
trout population.

NF7 - Rogue River

The Rogue River watershed drains 262 square miles of
land mostly north and west of this point on the trail. The
basin, which is approximately 25 miles long (north-south)
and 15 miles wide (east-west), includes 15 major creek
tributaries. The river flows generally south from its
headwaters in Newaygo County, passing through the City of
Rockford, and then emptying into the Grand River.
Tributaries on the eastern side of the watershed are
considered major cool-cold water streams that support
viable trout populations (the trail passes over 4 of them).
Water quality of the river is generally very good allowing it to
support a healthy trout fishery.
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NF5 - Rum Creek

The main triburary of Rum Creek is approximately 4.1 miles
long and drains from the east into the Rogue River. The
creek is designated by the State of Michigan as a "Natural
River" corridor. Because of this, the creek flows through a
well vegetated riparian corridor helping to protect water
quality and aquatic habitat. Water quality in the creek is
generally very good and supports a viable trout population.




Segment C - Sand Lake to Howard City

HF4 - Train Wreck of Aug. 15, 1900
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HF4 - Train Wreck of Aug. 15, 1900 (approximate location)
A/\ Cannonsville Rd. On August 15, 1900 at 4:54 AM in dense early morning
r fog, due to some missed communications, the northbound
\IV & go Northern Limited coming from Grand Rapids met the
3 southbound early morning passenger train heading to
s HF4 Grand Rapids. The two trains both traveling over 50 mph
Whitefish Lake = hit head on, the boiler of the engine of the southbound train
< exploded and eight cars were derailed and smashed. Both
Pierson Rd. engine crews died. In all 21 people were killed and nearly
H 40 seriously injured. (From: Railroads of the Cedar Springs
Grand St |94 P|e|“$0n Area - Vol. 1, by the Cedar Springs Historical Society &
Stanton Rd Museum, 2001)
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NF12 - Southern wet meadow

On the west side of the trail at this point is a small
southern wet meadow, more commonly referred to as
a sedge meadow. These wetlands are heavily
groundwater-influenced and are dominated by a
variety of carex sedges. Muskrat prefer this habitat for
building lodges, and when a lodge is abandoned,
Canada geese like to reuse the lodge as a nesting
site. Sandhill cranes and marsh wrens also use this
community for nesting.

NF12 - Southern wet meadow
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Segment D - Howard City to Morley Area
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NF14 - Little Muskegon River
The Little Muskegon River watershed drains 218 square miles
73 NF14 of land mostly northeast of this point on the trail. The basin,
which is approximately 28 miles long (north-south) and 10
miles wide (east-west), includes 7 major creek tributaries. The
river flows g y from its eventually
passing by the Village of Morley, joining with Tamarack Creek
and then emptying into the Muskegon River about 11 miles
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Howard Clty NF13 - Tamarack Creek
NF13 The Tamarack Creek watershed drains 144 square miles of
Dewey Rd. land mostly east and north of this point on the trail. The basin,

which is approximately 23 miles long (east-west) and 7 miles

i~} ) wide (north-south) includes 8 major creek and drain tributaries.

The creek flows generally southwest and west from its

headwaters, eventually passing through the Village of Howard

City. From here the creek meanders another 8 miles through
forested floodplain and flows into the Little Muskegon River.

NF13 - Tamarack Creek
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Segment E - Stanwood Area to Big Rapids

\Bw“eRdL 15 Mile Rd.

( Clear Lake
McKinley Rd.

Big Rapids |
the tracks were repaired enough to allow Locomotive No. 14 to attach

& 12 Mile Rd.,
the mail train cars to the rear of its box cars and proceeded back to Big

\ f ’4"9/,-,, Rapids travelling about 20 mph. However, a cave in of earth, stumps
IRy and cut trees covered the tracts in the long, deep cut south of “high
rs D, bridge”. Being dark Locomotive No. 14 plowed into the obstruction,
er e")pond throwing the engine from the tracks. The box cars were smashed and
< the tender was thrown over the derailed engine. Three men were in the
engine at the time, both the fireman and brakeman were killed. The
10 Mile Rd. q engineer was thrown out of the engine and survived with only slight
scratches and bruises. Fortunately, the passenger coaches were not
derailed and passengers escaped serious injury.
\ (From: Portrait and Bi phical Album, County Michi
Chapman Brothers, 1883)
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NF16 - Ryan Creek

The headwaters of this creek start near Townline and Hunt Lakes
approximately 2.5 miles to the north. From this point the creek
flows another .5 miles into the Muskegon River.
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88 NF15 - Muskegon River Overlook
Garfield Rd. Looking to the west through the dense forest foliage you can get
a glimpse of the Muskegon River.
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= HF5 HF5 - Train Wreck of April 8, 1872 (approximate Iocaﬁon)_ _
; Just north of Morley, track repairs rendered the tracks impassible for
> much of the day for the northbound mail train heading to Big Rapids.
> Early that evening, L tive No. 14 was disp from Big Rapids
T F32 to pick up passengers and mail from the northbound train. However,
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Segment I - Big Rapids fo Reed City Area
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22 Mile Rd.

94 Paris County Park
NF18 - Muskegon River from the trail bridge
Hoover Rd.
SR ErEs LE20 NF20 - Paris Creek
21 Mile Rd. Paris creek meanders for about 3.2 miles and eventually

> flows into the Muskegon River. Two small additional
£l tributaries add to the flow of the creek. NF19 - Wetland complex: hardwood-conifer swamp, northern wet
9 NF19 meadow, and northern shrub thicket

HF6 - Paris Fish Hatchery
“Opening in 1881, the Paris Fish Hatchery was the state’s second fish
rearing agency. This area was of its
sources of water and excellent railroad connections. The Paris Fish
Hatchery was a major supplier of salmon and brown trout fingerlings.
Fish in milk cans painted a distinctive red were shipped throughout
the state in railroad baggage cars, the most famous of which was the
“Wolverine,” which was used from 1913 to 1938, when motorized
vehlcles began to domlnate shipment. The Works Progress
(WPA) d an the facility in the mid
19305 It continued to operate until 1964 when it was closed by the
Department of Natural Resources. The site was acquired by the
Mecosta County Park Commission in 1973, refurbished as a park and
reopened in July 1976." (From: Registered Michigan Historic Site
Marker)
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HF6

205th Ave.

From this point north for about .75 miles on the east side of the trail,
wetlands dominate the landscape. The area covers about 70 acres
and contains a mixture of three wetland communities; hardwood-
conifer swamp dominated by trembling aspen, yellow birch and
northern-white cedar along with scattered canopy trees of eastern
hemlock and eastern white pine; northern shrub thicket is dominated
by tag alder; and northern wet meadow is characterized by tussock
sedge.

20 Mile Rd.

190th Ave.

Coolidge Rd.

Youngs
Lake NF18 - Muskegon River

19 Mile Rd. The Muskegon River is approximately 219 miles long. Its headwaters
start around Houghton and Higgins Lakes in Roscommon County,
Round Lake Rd. approximately 64 miles northeast from this point on the trail.
Eventually the river empties into Muskegon Lake and Lake Michigan.
The Muskegon River Watershed drains 2,725 square miles of land
and is second only to the Grand River Watershed, the largest by area
in the State. Approximately 94 tributaries flow into the main stem of
the river. The river is known for its extensive recreational fishery,
providing excellent opportunities to catch steelhead, Pacific salmon,

.' and brown trout.

o Historical Note:

Northend Riverside Rark The River and its tri ided access into the heart
of Michigan’s pine lands during the Iumbenng years in the late 1800s.
The Muskegon River was a main transportation artery, moving
millions of logs from the forests to the sawmills at Muskegon.
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NF17 - Aspen forest

On the east side of the trail is an extensive even-aged
aspen forest composed mostly of bigtooth aspen. Aspen
is the second most abundant forest type in the state.
Forests such as these are especially abundant in the
northern lower and upper peninsula of the state. Aspen is
commercially valued for its manufacture into pulp, paper
products, and structural panel products and also is a
highly valued source of food and shelter for white-tailed

0 0.5 1 2 3 deer and ruffed grouse.
Miles NF17 - Aspen Forest
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Segment G - Reed City Area to Leroy Area
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11 Mile Rd.

Sylvan Rd.
NF23 - East Branch Hersey Creek

A small lake complex (Wells Lake, Silver Lake,
McCoy Lake, Hogback Lake) about 6 miles
northeast of this point on the trail are the

IR headwaters of the East Branch Hersey Creek.

NF23 From here the creek flows another 1.5 miles to

the southwest and empties into the Hersey River.
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NF22 NF22 - Lincoln Creek

The headwaters of this creek start at Lincoln
Lake in Lincoln Township approximately 3 miles
to the east. From this point the creek flows into
the Hersey River.
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NF21 - Hersey River Historical Note:
1054 The Hersey River watershed drains 116 square Arctic grayling once swam in the cold clear waters of the Hersey
| miles of land mostly north of this point on the River. Historically, in the Lower 48 states, grayling inhabited the
6 Mile Rd. trail. The baslr_l, whlt_:h is approxlmately_13 miles waters of Michigan and Montana. They are now extinct in Michigan
long and 11 miles wide, includes 12 major creek but a viable population still lives in the Big Hole River of southwestern
, 4 tributaries. The river flows generally south from Montana. Experts think that overfishing, habitat destruction, and
= its headwaters to Reed City where it turns east- pollution were primarily responsible for the demise of the fish here in
Ex southeast, passing through Hersey Village and Michigan. The species is itly ing a review for p {
Rambadt Park z then emptying into the Muskegon River. under the Endangered Species Act.
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Segment H - Leroy Area to Tustin Area

NF26 - Open wetland complex

East off of the trail is a 125 acre open wetland complex of
northern wet meadow dominated by tussock sedge and
northern shrub thicket of willows, dogwoods, and speckled
alder. This wetland complex is associated with the stream
network that flows from Rose Lake, which is located about
5.5 miles southeast of this point.

Historical Note:

Virgin white pine, once covering about two-thirds of the Lower Peninsula,
sometimes grew in nearly pure stands typically 2 to 4 feet in diameter and up
to 140 feet tall. Along the Tittabawassee River near Midland — once some of
the best pine lands in the state — trees grew to 7 feet in diameter and
reaching 175 feet tall! White pine wood is typically free of knots, soft, light
and easily worked; making it an ideal building material. From the 1870s to
1890s vast forests of white pine were harvested. Sawmills dotted the
landscape in Michigan, turning logs into lumber to be shipped to Chicago
(IL), Buffalo and Albany (NY), and other Midwestern cities to supply
extensive new development in the United States. (From Michigan's
Lumbertowns — Lumbermen and Laborer in Saginaw, Bay City, and
Muskegon, 1870-1905. Kilar, Jeremy W., Wayne State University Press,
Detroit MI, 1990)

NF25 - White Pine Plantation
The plantation on the west side of the trail is predominately white pine trees.
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NF24 - Red Pine Plantation

The red pine plantation on the east side of the trail is a common
sight in northern Michigan. While natural red pine stands can be
found in Michigan, much of the red pine resource currently in
Michigan is the result of an extensive planting program by the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930s and the State of
Michigan in the 1950s and 1960s. The idea was to get
abandoned farm land and forest lands back into timber
production and to prevent soil erosion.
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NF26 - Open wetland complex

Rose Lake
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Segment I - Tustin Area to Cadillac
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Trailhead from US-131: exit 176, take
115 northwest to S41 Rd., then west
on E44 Rd. to trailhead.
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NF28 - Wetland complex (in the background)
NF28 - Wetland complex: cedar swamp, poor conifer swamp, and muskeg/bog Weﬂand c \ex
To the south and west the trail overlooks approximately 100 acres of wetland omp

complex within the Pere Marquette State Forest. The area is composed of cedar § 1256 County Line Rd.
swamp dominated by northern-white cedar, poor conifer swamp dominated by black
spruce and muskeg/bog dominated by tamarack. Much of the area is influenced by
groundwater and dominated by nutrient poor, acidic peatlands with an extensive
layer of sphagnum moss covering the ground. Cedar swamps also provide critical
winter habitat for deer and snowshoe hare.

NOTE: The wetland lowlands surrounded by uplands are clearly visible on the map.
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NF27 - Wetland with beaver lodge

East off of the trail within this 5 acre open
water/aquatic bed wetland is a beaver lodge.
Beaver lodges typically are built of sticks, logs,
and mud and can be up to ten feet tall and 25
feet wide.

| NF27 - Wetland with beaver lodge |

15



